THROUGH GERMAN SPECTACLES
the safcred realm of Nazidom, and determined to
strike back with blows more devastating than any
which we could deliver. There were baffled rage,
wounded pride, the half-maniacal frenzy of the
sleepless spoilt-child of totalitarian intolerance be-
hind the order which launched the bombers of the
Luftwaffe, still ill-trained for night-flying, against our
cities in the autumn of 1940. It was, indeed, the only
way in which they could hope to reach our cities
without being cut to pieces on the way.
Who Began the 'Frightfulness* ?
The German communiques and wireless announce-
ments were at pains to emphasise the retaliatory char-
acter of the raids on London which began on Sep-
tember 7. They were described in a semi-official
commentary issued in Berlin on September 9 as ea
well-deserved reprisal for Britain's crimes against
the German civilian population*. ^Civilians in count-
less German towns and latterly in Berlin have been
the target of wilful attack/ it was stated. 6Now the
German Air Force has resorted to reprisal for the
first time and has shown its ability to raze British
cities to the ground as soon as the order is given. But
even now London does not understand.3
Certainly London did not understand, Who, out
of Bedlam, could possibly understand? The working
of the Nazi mind is beyond comprehension* Who
began the 'frightfulness* from the air? Who devas-
tated Rotterdam^ when a whole section of the city
was destroyed and only three buildings were left
standing in an area of three square miles, when
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